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������s��� 
�ontrary to �hat S��nc�r ���i�v�s as �fictiona� narrativ�s�� a��dīt� 

�rovid� r��ia��� �historica� accounts� a�out th� �if� of �u�a��ad ���� 
Throu�h th� �ainsta�in� �fforts of th� �us�i� scho�ars� th� �inut� d�tai�s 
of th� �if� of �ro�h�t ��� hav� ���n ��ticu�ous�y �r�s�rv�d� S��nc�r c�ai�s 
that if th� �historica��critica�� ��thod is a���i�d to ori�ins of �s�a�� �itt�� 
�i�� �� discov�r�d to confir� th� canonica� account of th� �if� of 
�u�a��ad ���� Aft�r this critica��historica� discours� on th� �r�s�rvation 
and auth�nticity of a��dīt� � �� n��d to a�t�r S��nc�r�s stat���nt a �itt�� to 
har�oni�� it �ith th� truth� S��nc�r �rit�s: 

�t�� ��r��ia�i�ity o� t�� Ḥadīt� �a��s it i��ossi��� to ��o� �or 

c�rtai� a�yt�i�� a�o�t ���a��ad �
�1�� 

�ut th� fact r��ains that th� r��ia�i�ity of th� �adīt� �a��s it �ossi��� to 
�no� for c�rtain �v�rythin� a�out �u�a��ad����  
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�1� S��nc�r� �id �uha��ad ��ist� An �n�uiry into �s�a��s ��scur� �ri�ins� �� 
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�is account ��ars it out that �s��d ��r� us�d �v�n ��for� �it�a� � 
ho��v�r aft�r th� �ru�tion of th� civi� �ar� car� and caution in th� us� of 
�s��d �as �v�n �or� int�nsifi�d��1� 

Scho�ars of �adīt� �oss�ss�d i���cca��y d��� �no���d�� of n�ar�y 
a�� trans�itt�rs� th� nu���r of a��dīt� th�y trans�itt�d and th� nu���r of 
a��dīt� confir��d or oth�r�is� not confir��d �y oth�r narrators in th� 
�us�i� �or�d� Th� �ar�y scho�ars of �adīt� co��i��d a �ar�� nu���rs of 
�oo�s on fa�ricat�d a��dīt� � Accordin� to ���� A��a�ī� �usayn �� 
��r��ī� a���au���nī �d����� �as th� first scho�ar �hos� �or� d�a�t 
��c�usiv��y �ith s�urious a��dīt� � �or a �ay�an�s study on th� su���ct of 
fa�ricat�d a��dīt� � Shu��nī�s �oo� a���a���id a���a����ah �i a��A��dīth 
is suffici�nt�  

As ��ntion�d �ar�i�r that traditions ��r� fa�ricat�d for �o�itica� 
r�asons �ith th� �ur�os� to cr�dit or discr�dit th� conc�rn�d s�cts or 
�ariti�s� th� scho�ars of �adīt� � fu��y conscious of th� ��nac� of fa�ricat�d 
stuff� consid�r�d it indis��nsa��� to s��arat� th� ��nuin� traditions fro� th� 
for��d on�s� �n this conn�ction� th� afor���ntion�d �oo� of Shu��nī �iv�s 
th� fo��o�in� d�tai�s a�out s�urious traditions:  
�� fa�ricat�d traditions a�out �u�a��ad ����  
�� fa�ricat�d traditions a�out th� first thr�� ca�i�hs ��A� 
�� fa�ricat�d traditions a�out �A�i and ��ti�ah ��A� 
1� fa�ricat�d traditions a�out �u���iyah ��A����� 

�t is ��rtin�nt to ��ntion that in th� sa�� ��riod �h�n co��i�ation of 
a��dīt� �as in �ro�r�ss� an ��tr����y so�histicat�d and syst��atic 
criticis� �as ��in� d�v��o��d �y th� scho�ars in �hich a vari�ty of t�sts 
��r� d�si�n�d to auth�nticat� th� accuracy and r��ia�i�ity of a��dīt� � �t is 
incont�sta��y tru� that th� �ntir� acad��ic history of th� �or�d fai�s to cit� 
�ara���� to such r�fin�d and syst��atic sci�nc� of criticis��  

�n th� �i�ht of th�s� t�sts and �rinci���s� th� a��dīt� ��r� vi���d and 
c�assifi�d into hundr�ds of cat��ori�s� Th� sco�� of th� curr�nt study do�s 
not a��o� to �rovid� ��haustiv� d�tai�s of th� diff�r�nt �ranch�s of th� 
a��dīt� s sci�nc�s and th� �roc�ss of cr�ditin� or discr�ditin� a �adīt� � �ut 
�y castin� a cursory ��anc� at thousands of �oo�s in this disci��in� 
��rsuad�s on� to conc�ud� that �v�ry �ossi��� ��asur� to v�rify th� 
corr�ctn�ss of a��dīt� has ���n ta��n �y th� scho�ars of �adīt� ����  
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1�� Any �adīt� containin� a hi�h�y hy��r�o�ic stat���nt that 
th� �ro�h�t ��� cou�d not hav� �ad� 

��� Any stat���nt r���ct�d �y ����ri��nt 
��� Any stat���nt that contradict�d and �sta��ish�d S���a� 
��� Any stat���nt �hich th� �ro�h�t ��� �as su��os�d to hav� 

�ad� in th� �r�s�nc� of �u�titud� of co��anions �ut th�y 
su��os�d�y conc�a��d it� 

��� Any stat���nt that do�s not r�s����� oth�r stat���nts of 
th� �ro�h�t ��� 

��� Any stat���nt that r�s�����s� in its diction and cont�nt� th� 
stat���nts of ��dica� �ractition�rs and �ystics� 

��� Any stat���nt that is in conf�ict �ith th� a�so�ut��y o�vious 
��anin�s of th� ho�y �ur�an�  

��� Any stat���nt couch�d in an in����ant and ina��ro�riat� 
sty���  

�n addition to th�s� ��n�ra� ru��s� a foo��roof syst�� of �s��d is 
����oy�d to d�t�ct fa�ricat�d �at�ria�� Th� �s��d ��r� casua��y us�d �y th� 
Ara�s in �r���s�a�ic �ra� �ut th� Ara�s did not attach �r�at i��ortanc� to �s��d� 
Th�y ����oy�d �s��d syst�� for th� trans�ission of th�ir �o�try��1� �n t�r�s of 
si�nificanc�� �s��d syst�� r�ach�d its �innac�� �h�n it ���an to �� us�d for th� 
trans�ission of �adīt� so �uch so that it �as d�c�ar�d an int��ra� �art of 
r��i�ion����t �as us�d to ���trava�ant �i�its� for th� �ur�os� of docu��ntin� 
a��dīt� � Sinc� th� S���a� of th� �ro�h�t ��� is a va�id sourc� of �a� in �s�a�� it 
�as a�so�ut��y natura� to d�a� �ith �adīt� docu��nts �ith �ara�ount car����� 
�ith �s��d th�r� ca�� into ��ist�nc� a so�histicat�d sci�nc� of ���� a���ar� �a 
�a�dī�� for th� ana�ysis and �va�uation of �s��d� Th�r� ar� nu��ra��� r�f�r�nc�s 
in �adīt� �it�ratur� �hich �rov� that th� narrators of a��dīt� ��r� in�uir�d 
a�out th�ir sourc�s� �n� such ��a���� is cit�d h�r��  

���� ��n Sa�a�ah onc� ca�� to th� ��ss�n��r ��� and said� 
����a��ad � yo�r ��ss����r ca�� to i��or� �s�..���is �as t�� 

�r�di���tary ���i��i��� o� t�� �s��d syst��� ��� 
�n this conn�ction� ��n Sīrīn� �ords ar� �orth notin�: 

����y did �ot as� a�o�t �s��d ��t ���� ci�i� �ar ��it�a�� �r��t�d t��y 
d��a�d�d� ��a�� yo�r ������t�os� ��o ���o���d to a��S���a�� t��ir a��dīt� 
��r� co�sid�r�d �a�id a�d t�os� ��o ��r� i��o�ators t��ir a��dīt� ��r� 

r���ct�d�.
��� 
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��� �A��a�ī� Studi�s in �adīth� �� 
��� ��id� �� 
��� �A��a�ī� Studi�s in �adīth� �� 
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��o��� �ith diff�r�nt u�t�rior �otiv�s and for o�vious �ur�os�s fa�ricat�d a 
�r�at nu���r of a��dīt� � �t is historica��y tru� that such fa�rications ca�� 
fro� �oth �us�i�s and non��us�i�s� Th� fa�ricators can �� divid�d into 
various cat��ori�s� d���ndin� on th�ir ai�s and o���ctiv�s� A�on� thos� 
�ho fa�s��y attri�ut�d �ords and stat���nts to th� �ro�h�t ��� ��r� 
�i�dī�s �ho �ac��d th� audacity to fi�ht �s�a� ov�rt�y� Th�y for��d 
a��dīt� und�r th� �uis� of scho�ars� Th�s� fa�ricators inc�ud� �u�a��ad 
�� Sa�īd a��Sh��ī and �u�hīrah �� Sa�d A����fī: th� for��r �as crucifi�d 
for his tr�ach�ry� ��sid�s such fa�ricators� th�r� ��r� so�� �ious ��o��� 
�ho for��d a��dīt� �ith �ositiv� int�ntions� A�� ���ar a���ar�a�i 
narrat�s that A�� ��s�ah us�d to �uot� a��dīth a�out th� virtu�s of th� 
�ur�an surah �y surah� �h�n h� �as if ���ra�a�s stud�nts did not �oss�ss 
thos� a��dīth th�n ho� did h� ��t th�� fro� ���ra�a� �t is to �� o�s�rv�d 
h�r� ho� th� �rudit� scho�ars of a��dīt� us�d to �a�� cross r�f�r�nc�s to 
si�v� th� fa�s�hood fro� ��nuin� a��dīt� � A�� ��s�ah r���i�d that �y so 
doin� h� �ant�d to turn th� att�ntion of th� ��o��� to th� study of th� ho�y 
�ur��n��1� 

�� a�r�� �ith S��nc�r that th�r� ��r� fa�ricators �ho for��d 
a��dīt� for s�ctarian r�asons� Si�i�ar�y� �� acc�d� to his c�ai� that th�r� 
��r� so�� syco�hant ��o��� �ho fa�ricat�d a��dīt� for th� sa�� of th� 
ru��rs� �n addition� th�r� ��r� �ious ��o��� �ho cou�d not ���rt th� 
r��uir�d str�nuous �ffort for ��arnin� a��dīt� �ith �ath��atica� �r�cision 
and cons��u�nt�y co��itt�d s�v�ra� �ista��s in trans�ission of a��dīt� � 
�t is ��rtin�nt to �uot� �a�y� �� Sa�īd a���att�n� an i��ustrious s�cond 
c�ntury scho�ar of �adīt� : 

�� �a�� �ot s��� �or� �a�s��ood i� a�yo�� t�a� t�os� ��o ar� 
r���t�d as �io�s.� 

�t is an ��tr����y ��rsuasiv� �roof that th� scho�ars of �adīt� ��r� 
not in th� ��ast �ov�d and i��r�ss�d �y th� ost�nsi��� �i�ty of narrators� 

Scho�ars �ho d�vot�d th�ir int����ctua� �n�r�i�s to th� study of a��dīt� 
and s��nt a �r�at d�a� of th�ir ti�� �ith a��dīt� d�v��o��d a s��cia� facu�ty to 
d�t�ct stat���nts and �ords fa�s��y attri�ut�d to th� �ro�h�t ���� Th� ��a���� 
of such scho�ars is �i�� that of an ����rt in Sha��s��arian studi�s �ho� �y 
virtu� of his �rofound ac�uaintanc� �ith Sha��s��ar��s sty�� and diction� can 
fair�y �asi�y say �hat is Sha��s��ar��s and �hat isn�t� �o��v�r� th� scho�ar 
d���nd�d not ��r��y on th�ir s��cia� facu�ty �ut a�so �aid do�n c�rtain �o�ica� 
ru��s to confir� th� ��nuin�n�ss or oth�r�is� s�uriousn�ss of th� stat���nts 
attri�ut�d to th� �ro�h�t ���� ��n a���ayya� has �aid do�n th� fo��o�in� 
��n�ra� ru��s for th� r���ction of a �adīt� � 
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�1� �A��a�ī� Studi�s in �adīth� ��� 
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�����a�h��ī �y �u�ta�ir ��n Su�ay��n �d�1��� 
�����u�annaf of �a�ī� ��n A���arra� �d�1��� 
�����u�annaf of �A�d�ur��a���� ��n �a���� �1�����1� 
�����usnad of �ayd ��n �A�ī ����1��� 
�����oo�s of ���� a��Sh�fi�ī�1� 

Th� �ist is �y no ��ans ��haustiv� and ��ntion of s�v�ra� �oo�s has 
���n d��i��rat��y �sch���d for �r�vity�s sa��� �ot�ithstandin�� th� �ist 
a�ov� is ad��uat� to r�fut� S��nc�r�s assu��tion that th� co��i�ation �as 
not und�rta��n ��for� third c�ntury� �o� on� can �asi�y und�rstand that 
r�cordin� of a��dīt� ���an in th� v�ry �if� of th� �ro�h�t ��� and 
continu�d ti�� �ar�� and syst��atic �ditions of a��dīt� a���ar�d� Accordin� 
to ���� A��a�ī� th� �oo�s did not ��rish nor ��r� th�y d�stroy�d� �ut 
th�y ��r� a�sor��d and assi�i�at�d into th� �a�or �or�s of th� �att�r 
authors� Aft�r th� a���aranc� and ���r��nc� of �ncyc�o��dic �or�s� 
scho�ars did not d��� it n�c�ssary to ���� th� �ar�y �oo���ts or �oo�s and 
th�r�for�� such �oo�s s�o��y disa���ar�d����  

Th� fo��o�in� ar� avai�a��� today in �rint�d for�: 
1�� A���u�atta �y ���� ���i� 
��� �it�� A����th�r �y ���� A�� �anīfah  
��� �u�annaf of �A�d�ur��a���� ��n �a����  
��� A��Sīrah �y �u�a��ad ��n �s���� 
��� �it�� a���uhd �y �A�du���h ��n �u��ra� 
��� �it�� a���uhd �y �a�ī� ��n A���arra� 
��� A���usnad �y �ayd ��n �A�i 
��� Sunan of ���� Sh�fi�ī 
��� Siyar of A�u���ī 
1����usnad of �A�du���h ��n �u��ra� 
11���usnad of A�� ����d �ay��isī 
1���A���add �a�� Siyar a��A�u���ī �y ���� A�� ��suf 
1���A���u��ah �a�� Ah� a���adīnah �y ���� �u�a��ad ��n 

�asan a��Shay��nī 
1����ita� a�� ��� �y ���� Sh�fi�ī 
1���A���a�h��ī �y �a�idi  

�a�r��a���� �� Ḥad����� �a�s�s a�� ��a�s �� ������a���� 
Th�r� is no �ainsayin� th� fact that thin�s ar� for��d on�y �h�n th�ir 

ori�ina� �r�cious r�a� for�s ��ist� �f a��dīt� ��r� not �r�cious and 
i��ortant� no on� �ou�d hav� fa�ricat�d any �adīt� � �t is tru� that diff�r�nt 

���������������������
�1� Tadh�ira�tu���uff��� 1��� 
��� �A��a�ī� Studi�s in �adīth� �� 
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���d��������s �� �h� ������ �����r� 
Th� sa�i�nt f�atur� of th� �oo�s �ritt�n in th� s�cond c�ntury is th� 

su���ct �is� arran����nt of a �ar�� nu���r of a��dīt� � �o��v�r� so�� 
�oo�s ar� found si�i�ar to th� co��i�ations of th� �r�vious c�ntury in 
t�r�s of th�ir su���ct arran����nt� As th� �ist of such �oo�s is too �on�� 
on�y a f�� �ro�in�nt s��ci��ns ar� cit�d ���o�� 

1�� �oo� of �A�du� �a�i� i�n A�� �uray� �d� 1��� 
��� �u�att� of �a�i� ��n Anas ����1��� 
��� �u�att� of ��n A�i �i�� ����1��� 
��� �a�h��ī of �u�a��ad ��n �s���� �d1�1� 
��� �usnad of �a�ī� ��n �a�īh �d� 1��� 
��� �oo� of Sa�īd ��n A�i �Ar��ah�d�1��� 
��� �oo� of �a���d ��n Sa�a�ah �d�1��� 
��� ���i� Sufy�n a��Thaurī � ���1�1� 
��� ���i� �a��ar ��n ��shid ����1��� 
1����oo� of �A�dur �a���n A��A����ī ����1��� 
11���it�� a���uhd �y �A�du���h ��n �u��ri� �11��1�1� 
1����oo� of �ushai� ��n �ash�r �1���1��� 
1����oo� of �arīr ��n �A�du� �a�īd �11��1��� 
1����oo� of �A�du���h ��n �ah� �1���1��� 
1����oo� of �a�y� ��n A�ī �athīr �d�1��� 
1����oo� of �u�a��d ��n Su�ah �d�1��� 
1���Tafsir of ��hid ��n As�a� �d�1��� 
1����oo� of ��s� ��n ����ah �d�1�1� 
1����oo� of Ash�ath ��n �A�du� �a�i� �d�1��� 
�����oo� of �A�ī� ��n �h��id �d�1��� 
�1���oo� of �a�y� ��n Sa�īd An��rī �d�1��� 
�����oo� of �A�f ��n A�ī �a�ī�ah �d�1��� 
�����oo� of �a�far ��n �u�a��ad a����di� �d�1��� 
�����oo� of ��nus ��n �a�īd � d�1��� 
�����oo� of �A�dur �ah�an A���as��dī �d�1��� 
�����oo�s of ��ydah ��n �ud��ah � d�1�1� 
�����oo�s of ��r�hī� a��Tah�an �d�1��� 
�����oo�s of A�� �a��� a��Su�rī �d� 1��� 
����A���hr��i� �y Shu��ah ��n �a���� �d� 1��� 
�����oo�s of �A�du� A�ī� ��n �A�du���h a�� ���ish�n �d� 1��� 
�1���oo�s of �A�du���h ��n �A�du���h ��n A�i ��ays � d�1��� 
�����oo� of Su�ay��n ��n �i��� �d�1��� 
�����oo�s of �A�du���h ��n A�i �ahī�ah �d�1��� 
�������i� Sufy�n ��n ��yaynah �d� 1��� 
�����it�� A����th�r �y ���� A�� �anīfah �d�1��� 
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���� A��ad��1� 
Th� ori�ina� �anuscri�t r��ain�d �ost for a consid�ra��� ��riod of 

ti�� �ut in 1��� A�� t�o of th�� �� found in th� �i�rari�s of 
�a�ascus and ��r�in� Th�s� �anuscri�ts ��r� �dit�d and �u��ish�d �y 
�r� �a�īdu��ah� �� co��ar�d th� a��dīt� of this �anuscri�t �ith thos� 
of �usnad of ���� A��ad and found no si�nificant diff�r�nc� ��c��t 
for a f�� n���i�i��� diff�r�nc�s of �ords �hich ar� ��n�ra��y found in 
t�o diff�r�nt �anuscri�t of th� sa�� �oo�� �t su�stantiat�s our c�ai� 
that th� s�a���r �oo�s �ritt�n �y T��i�īn ��r� �ad� �art of th� �ar��r 
�oo�s of a��dīth co��i��d �y �at�r ��n�rations of th� ���addit�ī�� 

�n th� first and s�cond c�ntury� th� T��i�īn co��i��d a �ar�� nu���r 
of �oo�s� �o��o�in� is th� �ist of a��dīth �oo�s co��i��d �y th� T��i�īn 
in th� first c�ntury� This s�ction shou�d hav� for��d th� focus of this 
study� 

1�� �oo�s of �h��id ��n �a�d�n �d�1��� 
��� �oo�s of A�� �i���ah �d� 1��� 
��� Th� �anuscri�t of �a���� ��n �una��ih  
��� �oo�s of �asan a���a�rī ��1�11�� 
��� �oo�s of �u�a��ad A�����ir � ���11�� 
��� �oo�s of �a����� fro� Syria 
��� �oo�s of �a�a� i�n ��tay�ah 
��� �oo�s of �u�ayr ��n �A�du���h ��n A��Asha�� �d�1��� 
��� �oo�s of �ays ��n Sa�d �d� 11�� 
1����oo�s of Su�ay��n A���ash�urī 
11��A��A���� of A��Sha��ī 
1����oo�s of ��n Shih�� a���uhrī 
1����oo�s of A�� ���iyah 
1����oo�s of Sa�īd ��n �u�ayr �d� ��� 
1����oo�s of ���ar ��n �A�du� �A�ī� ��1�1�1� 
1����oo�s of �u��hid ��n �a�r �d�1��� 
1����oo�s of �a��� ��n �ay�ah �d�11�� 
1����oo�s of A�� �a�r ��n �u�a��ad ��n �A�r ��n �a� 
1����oo� of �ashir ��n �ahi���� 

�
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�1� �ah�ud Ah�ad �h��ī� �u���r�t����adīth� ��ahor�: a���aysa� �ashran� ��1��� 

������� 
��� A�� A�du��ah �uha��ad �in Ah�ad� a���haha�ī�Tadh�ira�tu���uff��� ���irut: ��ru� 

�utu�� 1�����1�1��� A�u� �a�a� Ah�ad �in �A�ī� Tahdhī��u��Tahdhī����ndia: ���iratu� 
�a��rif Tah�ī��u��Tah�i��� ��1��� Shay�h i�n A�i ��ti�� �u�addi�ah a���ar� �a a��
Ta�dī�� ����iratu� �a��rif ��s��niyyah� 1��� A����1��� A�d�ur��a���n �in A�ī �a�ar� 
Tadrī��a�����ī� ���irut: ��r�a��Tayyi�a� 1���A��������
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and �att�rs ��n ord�r to �uid� his officia�s and �ov�rnors� th� �ro�h�t ��� 
s�nt hundr�ds of ��tt�rs to diff�r�nt ��o��� and diff�r�nt r��ions��1� 

Accordin� to �u��af� A���ī� th� r�c�nt r�s�arch conduct�d in th� 
fi��d of a��dīt� has convincin��y �rov�d that a��ost a�� th� a��dīt� ��r� 
�r�s�rv�d in �ritt�n for� durin� th� �if� of th� co��anions���� 

Th� co��anions of th� �ro�h�t ��� transf�rr�d th�ir �no���d�� to a 
�ar�� nu���rs of th�ir stud�nts� Th� stud�nts of th� co��anions ar� �no�n 
as ���i�ī�� Th�r� is a���� �roof of th�ir havin� r�cord�d �u�titud�s of 
a��dīt� � Th� first �oo� of a��dīt� �hich is arran��d und�r su���ctiv� 
h�adin�s is A������ �y ���� Sha��ī ��� 1� A�� 1�� A�� A������ is 
divid�d into s�v�ra� cha�t�rs� �ach cha�t�r containin� a��dīt� r��at�d to 
various su���cts such as �a�a�� �a�a� �tc���� �t sho�s that a �oo� 
containin� syst��atica��y arran��d a��dīt� a���ar�d in th� v�ry first 
c�ntury� �i���is�� ���� �asan A�� �a�rī �d�11� A�� �rot� a �oo� of 
a��dīt� �hich consist�d of ����anatory co���ntari�s on various v�rs�s of 
th� ho�y �ur�an� This �oo� a�so a���ar�d in th� first c�ntury���� 

�n this �ra� th� officia� co��i�ation of a��dīt� �as und�rta��n at th� 
��h�st of th� ��in�nt ca�i�h ���ar ��n �A�du� �A�ī� ����1�1 A��� �� 
dis�atch�d an officia� ��tt�r to �v�ry �ov�rnor of th� �s�a�ic stat� to 
conv�n� a ���tin� of a�� th� scho�ar�y ��rsona�iti�s a�on�st th� �ro�h�t 
��� of th� co��anions of th� �ro�h�ts ��� in ord�r to �rit� do�n th� 
a��dīt� found �ith th������ 

�n �ursuit of th� ca�i�h�s co��and� th� �ro�in�nt scho�ars of th� a�� 
co��i��d s�v�ra� �oo�s of a��dīt�� ��n Shaha� a���uhrī �as on� of th� 
�ion��rs �ho und�rtoo� th� sacr�d tas� of co��i�ation of a��dīt� in this 
��riod� Th� �oo�s �ritt�n durin� this ��r� �at�r ��r��d in �ar��r �oo�s of 
a��dīt�� �ith th� a���aranc� of �ar�� and co��r�h�nsiv� �oo�s� th� s�a�� 
�oo�s �ritt�n �y ���i�ī� vanish�d fro� th� acad��ic sc�n�� �o��v�r� 
so�� �anuscri�ts ��r� car�fu��y �r�s�rv�d� A�� �urayrah�s stud�nt� 
�a��a� �� �unna��ih �rot� a��dīt� fro� hi�� This co���ction of 
a��dīt� is �no�n as �A���a�īfah A�����ī�ah�� A�� th� a��dīt� of this 
co���ction found th�ir �ay into th� succ��din� �ar��r co��i�ation of 
a��dīt�� Th� �ntir� t��t of �A���a�īfah A�����ī�ah� is found in �usnad���
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�1� �ah��d Ah�ad �ha�i� �u��dhar�t �adith� ��ahor�: a���aisa� ��shir�n� ��1�� � 

�th� ��tt�r��anuscri�t has ���n discov�r�d r�c�nt�y and found in fu�� accord �ith 
th� t��t of th� ��tt�r r��ort�d in �u�hari 

��� �A��a�ī� Studi�s in �adīth� �1  
��� �a����ud��īn Say��i� Tadrī� a�����ī fi Syarh Ta�rī� a���a�a�ī�� ��irut: ��ru���i�� 

1����� ��  
��� �A���� a���ha�ī�� A��Sunnah �a�� a��Tad�īn�� ��irut: ��r a��fi�r�1����� ���� 
��� ��n �a�ar �as�a�anī�Ah��d �in A�ī� �at� a����rī���iro: ��r a���adīth�� 1��� 
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disa��rov�s �ritin�� Th� a��dīt� �hich �rohi�it �ritin� do�n �adīt� ar� 
trans�itt�d �y �ayd �� Th��it ��A� A�� �urayrah��A� and A�� Sa�īd 
�hu�rī ��A�� Th� �adīt� r��ort�d �y A�� Sa�īd �hu�rī ��A� has t�o 
diff�r�nt v�rsions: on� of th�� is r��ort�d �y �A�d�a���ah��n �� �ayd 
�ho is unani�ous�y r��ard�d as ��a� �y th� �adīt� authoriti�s��1� 

Accordin� to A�� �u�ay� and a�����i�� �A�d�a���ah�� �� �ayd 
trans�itt�d �v�n fa�s� r��orts� Accordin� to ��n �i���n� h� d�s�rv�s to �� 
a�andon�d� Th�r�for�� �� ar� �ustifi�d in r��ardin� this v�rsion of th� 
�adīt� as unacc��ta��� and untrust�orthy�  

Th� sa�� narrator� na���y �A�d�a���ah�� �in �ayd if found in th� 
�adīt� of A�� �urayrah� h�nc� that r��ort is ��ua��y unacc��ta��� and 
untrust�orthy�  

Th� third �adīt� is trans�itt�d �y �ayd �in Th��it ��A�� �is �adīth 
is ��rsa�� Th� r��ort�r fro� �ayd �in Th��it ��A� is A���u��a�i� �in 
�A�du���h �ho did not ac�uir� it fro� �ayd �in Th��it��A�� �t sho�s that 
th�r� ��ists a �issin� �in� �hos� hon�sty is not �no�n� This r�nd�rs th� 
�adīt� unacc��ta��� and unr��ia���� ��sid�s� th� �adīt� of �ayd �in Th��it 
��A� has t�o diff�r�nt v�rsions: on� v�rsion r��at�s th� a��rova� of th� 
�ritin� of �adīt� �h�r�as th� oth�r v�rsion stat�s that th� �ro�h�t ��� 
a�horr�d it ��caus� th� �ritt�n t��ts consist�d of ��rsona� vi��s� 
Th�r�for�� this �adīt� cannot �� �uot�d for �rovin� th� �rohi�ition a�ainst 
�ritin� do�n th� a��dīth of th� �ro�h�t �����n this conn�ction� th�r� is 
on�y on� �a�i� �adīth narrat�d �y A�� Sa�īd �hu�rī ��A� accordin� to 
�hich th� �ro�h�t ��� for�ad� his co��anions to �rit� anythin� fro� hi� 
��c��t �ur�an and a�so ord�r�d th�� to �ras� �hat�v�r oth�r than �ur�an 
�as r�cord�d fro� hi����� 

Th� status of this �adīt� is dis�ut�d a�on� scho�ars of �adīt� � Th� 
��in�nt scho�ar of �adīt� ���� �u�hari says that this is A�� Sa�īd 
�hu�rī�s ��A� o�n stat���nt �hich has ���n �rron�ous�y attri�ut�d to th� 
�ro�h�t ���� �� furth�r �aintains that it �as actua��y �rohi�ition a�ainst 
�ritin� anythin� on th� sa�� sh��t �ith th� ho�y �ur�an� �t shou�d �� 
not�d that this co��and �as �iv�n at th� ti�� of th� r�v��ation of th� ho�y 
�ur�an� oth�r�is� th�r� is no co��nt r�ason to �rohi�it th� �ritin� of 
a��dīt� ���� Accordin� to th� ho�y �ur�an� th� �ro�h�t ��� is a ��rf�ct ro�� 
�od�� for th� �ntir� hu�anity and ��in� so his d��ds and conduct shou�d 
�� ��u�at�d� �urin� his �if�� his �uidanc� �as sou�ht in diff�r�nt issu�s 
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�1� �A��a�ī� Studi�s in �adīth� �� 
��� �us�i� �in a���a���� a���ushayrī� A�����i� a���a�ī�� a���uhd �a a���a���i�� 
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���� a��dīt�� Th�r� ar� un�u�stiona��� �roofs that corro�orat� that fact h� 
�oss�ss�d a �ritt�n co���ction of a��dīt�� �i�� A�� �urayrah��A�� ��n 
���ar ��A� a�so had a �ar�� nu���r of stud�nts out of �ho� at ��ast �i�ht 
�rot� a��dīt� fro� hi���1�  

���t to ��n ���ar ��A� co��s th� na�� of Anas �in ���i� ��A� 
�ho �or��d as a faithfu� s�rvant of th� �u�a��ad ��� for a�out t�n 
y�ars� �� trans�itt�d ���� a��dīt� fro� th� �ro�h�t ���� Si�t��n stud�nts 
�rot� a��dīt� fro� hi�� thou�h so�� of th�� ar� not consid�r�d as 
r��ia��� narrators �y th� Ḥadīt� scho�ars� Anoth�r trans�itt�r is ���ishah 
��A� �ho trans�itt�d ��1� a��dīt� and at ��ast thr�� stud�nts hav� 
r�cord�d a��dīt� fro� h�r in �ritt�n for�� �n addition to th��� ��n �A��as 
��A� trans�itt�d 1��� a��dīt� fro� th� �ro�h�ts ���� �in� of his �u�i�s 
�r�s�rv�d his a��dīt� in �ritt�n for�� Si�i�ar�y� ���ir �in �A�du���h ��A� 
trans�itt�d 1��� a��dīt� �hich ��r� �ritt�n fro� hi� �y his fourt��n 
stud�nts� ���t to hi� co��s th� na�� of A�� Sa�īd �hu�rī ��A� �ho 
trans�itt�d 11�� a��dīt�� A�thou�h h� �as initia��y not in favor of �ritin� 
do�n a��dīt�� y�t accordin� to th� r��ort of �haī�ī� �a�hd�dī h� hi�s��f 
�rot� a f�� a��dīt�� Anoth�r narrator is ��n �as��d ��A� �ho trans�itt�d 
��� a��dīt�� �is co���ction of a��dīt� �as ���u�ath�d to his son����  

���t to hi� is �A�du���h i�n �A�r �� A����� ��A� �ho trans�itt�d 
a�out ��� a��dīt�� �� �ou�d �rit� do�n th� a��dīt� durin� th� �if� of th� 
�ro�h�t ��� and his co���ction of a��dīt� �as �ntit��d as A���a�īfah A��
��di�ah� At ��ast s�v�n of his stud�nts �rot� a��dīt� fro� hi����� ���ar 
���A�� th� s�cond ca�i�h of �s�a�� trans�itt�d ��� a��dīt�� �� us�d to cit� 
a��dīt� in his officia� ��tt�rs and in this �ay a consid�ra��� nu���r of 
a��dīth �ot r�cord�d in a �ritt�n for�� Th� fourth ca�i�h� �A�i ��A� a�so 
trans�itt�d ��� a��dīt� � At ��ast �i�ht of his stud�nts �r�s�rv�d his 
r��orts in �ritt�n for�� A�� ��sa a��Ash�arī trans�itt�d ��� a��dīt�: ���n 
�A��as ��A� had so�� of his a��dīt� in �ritt�n for�� Si�i�ar�y� A�� �ar� 
��n ���i���A� us�d to dictat� a��dīt� and in this �ay h� trans�itt�d ��� 
a��dīt�� �or �r�vity�s sa��� a �on� �ist of trans�itt�rs is d��i��rat��y 
o�itt�d and it is ho��d that th� �iv�n �ist �i�� �� �nou�h to �rov� that �ost 
of th� a��dīt� ��r� �ritt�n do�n �y th� co��anions of th� �ro�h�t ������� 

Th� ���d��� a�a��s� �r����� ���� �h� a��d��� 
A���hatī� A���a�hd�dī�s �oo� Ta�yīd a������ off�rs an ��haustiv� 

tr�at��nt of this issu�� Th� first �art of th� �oo� d�a�s �ith th� a��dīt� that 
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����d� �hi�� t�achin� th� �adīt� ��ntion�d in this docu��nt� th� fa�ous 
�adīth scho�ar ���� �uhrī us�d to t��� his �u�i�s� 

���is is t�� t��t o� t�� doc����t dictat�d �y ���a��ad � � a�o�t 
t�� r���s o� �a�at. �ts ori�i�a� �a��scri�t is �it� t�� c�i�dr�� o� 
���ar ����. Sa�i�� t�� �ra�dso� o� ���ar ���� �ad ta���t it to ��. 
� �ad co��itt�d it to �y ���ory. ���ar ��� ���d����� �ad o�tai��d 
a co�y o� it Sa�i� a�d ���d����� � t�� �ra�dso� o� ���d����� . � 

�oss�ss t�� sa�� co�y.�
�1� 

At th� con�u�st of �a�r�n in th� 1� A��� ��A�r ��n �a�� �as 
a��oint�d �y �u�a��ad ��� as th� �ov�rnor of ����n� �or th� �uidanc� 
of ��n �a��� th� �ro�h�t ��� dictat�d a co��r�h�nsiv� �oo� to ��ayī ��n 
�a�� �ho �ass�d on th� sa�� to ��n �a��� Th� �oo� consist�d of ��n�ra� 
ru��s of �s�a�ic Sharī�ah na���y �a��rat ��urification�� �a��t ��ray�rs� 
�a��t �annua� charity ta��� ��s�ar �tith�� � Ḥa�� and ���ra� �ho�y 
�i��ri�a���� �i��d ��att���� �iyyat ���ood �on�y�� ad�inistration and 
�ducation �tc� �A�r ��n �a�� us�d to �ith a�� issu�s �ith r�f�r�nc� to this 
�oo�� Aft�r his d�ath� th� �oo� �ot into th� �oss�ssion of his �randson 
na���y A�� �a�ar� Th� sa�� �oo� �as tau�ht �at�r �y ���� �uhrī� 
��rtain �assa��s fro� this �oo� can �� found th� �oo�s of a��dīt� ���� 
Si�i�ar�y� th� �ro�h�t ��� a��oint�d �A��� a���adhra�ī and A�� �urayrah 
��A� as his ��issary to th� �oroastri�ns of �a�ar and dictat�d c�rtain ru��s 
r��ardin� �a�at and ushar���� �i���is�� th� �ro�h�t ��� a��oint�d �a�i� 
��n �urrah and �u��dh i�n �a�a� as th� �ov�rnors of ����n and dictat�d 
so�� ru��s of Sharī�ah �hich th�y carri�d in �ritt�n for����� 

�t is historica��y �sta��ish�d that so�� d�vot�d co��anions of th� 
�ro�h�t ��� us�d to �rit� do�n th� sayin�s of th� �ro�h�t ��� durin� his 
�if����� �t �o�s �ithout sayin� that th� co��anions did not r��ort ��ua� 
nu���r of a��dīt�� Th� nu���r vari�d: so�� r��ort�d hundr�ds of a��dīt� 
�h�r�as oth�r hard�y r��ort�d a Ḥadīt� or t�o� Th� na��s of th� narrators 
�ho hav� trans�itt�d co�ious traditions ar� �ist�d ���o��  

�n this r��ard� first co��s A�� �urayrah ��A� �ho� accordin� to 
�a�ī �� �a�h�ad� trans�itt�d ���� a��dīt�� �� is r��ort�d to hav� 
�oss�ss�d �oo�s of a��dīt�� �n th� succ��din� ��n�ration� around nin� 
stud�nts ar� �no�n to hav� �ritt�n a��dīt� fro� hi�� ���t to A�� 
�urayrah is ��n ���ar ��A� �ho� accordin� to �a�ī �� �a�h�ad r��ort�d 
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th� �r�s�rvation of a��dīt� � 
Practic� a�so ��ay�d an ��c��din� si�nificant ro�� in �r�s�rvin� 

a��dīt� � Th� sayin�s of th� �ro�h�t ��� ��r� not ��ant ��r��y for 
�hi�oso�hica� d��at�� th�y �uid�d th� co��anions in th� issu�s ins��ara��y 
r��at�d to th�ir �ractica� �if�� Th� co��anions ��arnt to �ractic�� Th�r�for�� 
th� S���a� of th� �ro�h�t ��� �as not sh��r v�r�a� ��ssa��� it �as 
actua��y a �ivin� fashion� a �ivin� custo�� a �ivin� and a �ivin� conduct 
s��n and o�s�rv�d in �v�ry s�h�r� of �if�� Thus �ractic� �r�s�rv�d th� 
�ro�h�tic �ays of �if�� �n� day th� �ro�h�t ��� �as as��d as to as to �ho 
is th� r�a� scho�ar� h� r���i�d h� �ho acts u�on �hat h� �no�s��1� 

Th� ��st�rn critics of Ḥadīt� ��n�ra��y ���i�v� that th� a��dīt� ��r� 
trans�itt�d ora��y unti� �uhrī �rot� th�� do�n at th� ��h�st of ����ar �� 
�Adu� �A�ī�� �o��rt S��nc�r ho�ds a��ost th� sa�� vi��� So�� ��st�rn 
critics ar� of th� vi�� that �uhrī�s co���ction of a��dīt� �as a�so �ost� This 
vi�� is ��rf�ct�y �rron�ous� ��trayin� s�rious �ac� of �no���d�� a�out th� 
�ar�y history of a��dīth�  

�t is indis�uta��y tru� that ��r� �ritt�n r�cordin� of so��thin� do�s 
not �uarant�� its �r�s�rvation� �or instanc�� th� ��istin� �r��� �i��� 
contains a��ro�i�at��y ������� �inor and �a�or variants �hich a���y 
su��ort th� �r��is� that ��r� �ritt�n r�cordin� do�s not �nsur� auth�ntic 
�r�s�rvation� �uit� contrary to th� cas� of th� �r��� �i���� th� ho�y �ur�an 
�i�� r��ain ��rf�ct�y saf� �v�n if a�� th� �a���i� ar� thorou�h�y 
��t�r�inat�d� as �i��ions of th� �us�i�s hav� consi�n�d to ���ory �ith�r 
�arts or th� �ho�� of th� ho�y �ur�an� 

�o��v�r� th� �ro�h�t ��� is r��ort�d to hav� ��hort�d his 
co��anions to s�cur� his sayin�s in �ritt�n for�� So�� ��a����s ar� 
�iv�n as fo��o�s: 

Th� �ro�h�t ��� dictat�d ru��s a�out �ayin� �a�at on c�rtain �inds of 
�ro��rty� Th�s� ru��s r��ardin� th� rat�s of �a�at and th� ass�ts on �hich 
it �as co��u�sory to �ay �a�at ��r� r�cord�d in a docu��nt� 

�A�du���h ��n ���ar ��A� says th� fo��o�in� �ords a�out this 
docu��nt �no�n as ��it���a���ada�ah�: 

���� �ro���t � � dictat�d t�� �oo� o� �ada�a� a�d �as y�t to s��d it 
to t�� �o��r�ors ���� �� �ass�d a�ay. H� �ad attac��d it to �is 
s�ord. ���� �� �ass�d a�ay� ��� �a�ar act�d accordi�� to it ti�� �� 
�r�at��d �is �ast. ���� ���ar act�d accordi�� to it ti�� �� �ass�d 
a�ay. �t �as stat�d i� �is �oo� t�at o�� �oat �as ���ia��� o� �i�� 

ca���s.� ��� 
Th� t��t of th� afor�said docu��nt can �� found in Sunan A�ī 
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�ss�ntia� ��ssa��� Th� fo��o�in� is cit�d as an ��a����: 
�hi�� addr�ssin� his co��anions� th� �ro�h�t ��� said: 

��o��t yo� ��ar� �o��t yo� ��ar� ��ri�y a�st�rity a�d si���icity 
ar� a �art o� �ait�� ��ri�y a�st�rity a�d si���icity ar� a �art o� 

�ait��
�1�  

�utua� discussion �as anoth�r �ay of �r�s�rvin� a��dīt� Th� 
co��anions us�d to discuss �hat th�y ��arnt fro� th� �ro�h�t ���� Th�y 
did so in co���ianc� �ith th� t�achin�s and instructions of th� ho�y 
�ro�h�t ���� A f�� a��dīt� ar� �uot�d to this �ff�ct: 

���� �r�s��t s�o��d co���y t�� ��ssa�� to t�� a�s��t.� ��� 
��o���y to ot��rs ��y ��ssa���� ���� t�o��� i� it �� a si���� 

��rs�.�
��� 

��ay ���a� ��sto� �i�or o� t�at ��rso� ��o �ist��s �y �ords a�d 
co��its t��� to �is ���ory a�d co���ys t��� to ot��rs i� �r�cis��y 

t�� sa�� �a���r as �� �as ��ard t���.�
��� 

��o�r ��ar �y sayi��s a�d ot��rs �i�� ��ar �y sayi��s �ro� yo� 

t��� ot��rs �i�� ��ar �ro� t���.�
��� 

�� ��s�i� ca��ot �ro�id� �is �rot��r a �or� �s���� �����it t�a� 

�i�i�� �i� a �ood �adīt� ��ic� �ad r�ac��d �i�.�
��� 

Th�s� and si�i�ar oth�r sayin�s of th� �ro�h�t ��� �h�tt�d th� 
�a��rn�ss and �nthusias� of th� co��anions for ac�uirin� and trans�ittin� 
a��dīt� � Th� �ro�h�ts ��� �otivat�d and ur��d his d�vot�d co��anions to 
ho�d discours� on a��dīt� in th�ir �ath�rin�s� Th� �ord us�d �y th� 
�ro�h�t ��� is �adar�s �hich ��ans t�achin� �ach oth�r: 

�Tadarus of �no���d�� for a ��riod of ti�� at ni�ht is ��tt�r that an 

individua��s s��ndin� th� �ho�� ni�ht in �orshi���
���  

�i���is�� th� �ro�h�t ��� strict�y for�ad� his co��anion to conc�a� 
�no���d��� Th� �ro�h�t ��� says: 

�H� ��o co�c�a�s �����icia� ��o���d��� �i�� co�� �rid��d �it� �ir� 

o� �oo�s �ay.�
���  

Such thr�ats and �arnin�s �ad� it a���ar to th� co��anions as 
th�ir indis��nsa��� o��i�ation so �h�n�v�r th�y ��t� th�y discuss�d 
th� sayin�s of th� �ro�h�t ��� inst�ad of �hi�in� a�ay th�ir ti��s in 
vain ta��s� Such fr��u�nt d��at�s and discussions ��ay�d a vita� ro�� in 
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th� �os�u� in ord�r to h�ar th� �ords dir�ct�y fro� th� �ro�h�t ���� Th�y 
ar� �no�n as A���� a���uffah��1�  

Th� Ara�s �oss�ss�d r��ar�a��y r�t�ntiv� ���ori�s� Th�y us�d to 
co��it to ���ori�� not on�y th� ��n�a�o�ica� history of ��n and tri��s� 
�ut th�y a�so us�d to co��it ��di�r��s of th�ir hors�s and ca���s to th�ir 
���ori�s� �a���d� an ��in�nt narrator of Ara�ic �o��s� is �no�n to 
hav� ���ori��d thr�� thousand and thirty �i�ht �o��s���� Th� Ara�s 
consid�r�d it a ����ish to �rit� do�n th�ir �o�� as it �as� in th�ir vi��� 
indicativ� of d�f�ctiv� ���ory� �or�ov�r� th�y thou�ht that �ritt�n t��ts 
cou�d �� �ani�u�at�d and ta���r�d �ith �h�r�as ���ory st��rs c��ar of 
such ta���rin����� 

Th� ��st of th� co��anions for ���ori�ation of a��dīt� �as far 
�r�at�r than that of th� Ara�s for th�ir �o�try ��caus� th� for��r d����d 
th� �uidanc� of th� �ro�h�t ��� as th� r��ia��� sourc� of �t�rna� succ�ss� 
Th�r�for�� th�y us�d th�ir ���ory �ith ��ticu�ous car� and caution for 
���ori�in� th� ���ss�d sayin�s of th� �ro�h�t ���� A�� �urayrah� th� 
r�no�n�d co��anion of th� Pro�h�t ��� and trans�itt�r of ���� a��dīt� � 
says that h� had divid�d his ni�ht into thr�� �arts: in on� third of th� ni�ht 
h� ��rfor��d �ary�rs � in on� third h� too� r�st and in on� third h� 
���ori��d th� a��dīt� of th� �ro�h�t ������� 

�t is r���vant to add on this occasion that �ro�h�t ��� int�ntiona��y 
us�d to r���at his �ords thr�� ti��s so that th�y shou�d ��t �ro��r�y s�tt��d 
in th� ���ori�s of th� co��anions� A �adīt� in �u�hari narrat�s: 

���� ��ss����r o� ���a��s s���c� �as so c��ar t�at ���ry �ist���r 

co��d ��d�rsta�d it �asi�y.�
��� 

Th� �ro�h�t ��� us�d to s��a� �r�tty s�o��y as a co��anion r��orts: 
����� �� s�o��� o�� co��d co��t �is �ords i� �� �is��d to.�

 ��� 
�or�ov�r th�r� us�d to �� a �articu�ar r���tition of �ords to 

faci�itat� ���ory� A r��ort narrat�d in Tir�idhī r�ads: 
�H� �s�d to r���at t�� �ords a�d s��t��c�s ��ic� �� �a�t�d to �� 

��d�rstood ��ry ���� t�r�� ti��s.�
��� 

Th�r� ar� scor�s of a��dīt� in �hich th� �ro�h�t ��� has r���at�d th� 
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scho�ars attach �r�at si�nificanc� to �s��d in th� �att�rs of �adīt� 
r��ia�i�ity and auth�nticity� A�r��in� �ith this� S��nc�r adds� 

��t did��t �att�r i� a �adīt� �as s����co�tradictory or a�s�rd o� its 
�ac�� so �o�� as its �s��d c�ai� �as c��ar o� a�o�a�i�s� a�d it did �ot 
co�tradict t�� ��r�a�� t�� traditio� �ad �o o�stac��s to ��i�� 

acc��t�d as r��ia����.
�1� 

S��nc�r �aintains that 
����r� ar� ����ro�s i�dicatio�s t�at �s��ds ��r� �or��d �it� t�� 
sa�� a�acrity �it� ��ic� �ata�s�t�at is� t�� co�t��t o� t�� a��dīt� 

���r� i����t�d����� 
S��nc�r su�s u� th� �ho�� discussion �y r��ar�in�: 

���ti�at��y it is i��ossi��� to t��� ���t��r or �ot ���a��ad �i�s��� 
act�a��y said or did a�y o� ��at t�� traditio�a� �s�a�ic so�rc�s 
d��icts �i� as sayi�� or doi�� � or ���� i� t��r� �as a ���a��ad at 

a��.�.
��� 

Th� fo��o�in� discussion �i�� d���� on th� a�ov� ��ntion�d 
criticis� of �adīt� vis���vis st��s ta��n for �r�s�rvation of �adīt� durin� 
various historica� �has�s� th� issu� of coina�� of �adīt� for �o�itica� and 
r��i�ious �ur�os�s� th� us� of �s��d� and th� �u�stion of �rohi�ition vis���
vis �ritin� of a��dīt� �  

Th� Pr�s�rva���� �� Ḥad��� a� a s��r�� �� ���a� 
Th� S���a� of th� �ro�h�t ��� is unani�ous�y acc��t�d �y th� 

�us�i�s as a sourc� of �a� and ��rf�ct �uidanc� in a�� �a��s of �if�� Th� 
�o�y �ur�an has acc�ntuat�d this th��� in a nu���r of v�rs�s� � a���ur��n: 
��: ���� 1�:��� �:��� �:��� ��:�� �:��� �:�� � �n vi�� of th� si�nificanc� of 
th� �adīt� of th� �ro�h�t ���� a nu���r of �ays and ��asur� ��r� ado�t�d 
to �r�s�rv� th��� Th� fo��o�in� �in�s sh�d �i�ht on th��� 

Th� co��anions of th� �ro�h�ts ��� us�d to ��arn th� �ords of th� 
�ro�h�t ��� �y h�art� Th� ho�y �ro�h�t ��� �ad� s��cia� du�� ��ray�r� for 
th��� �� said: 

��ay ���a� ��do� �i�or o� t�at ��rso� ��o �ist��s to �y 
�ords a�d ���ori��s t��� a�d co���ys t��� to ot��rs i� 
�r�cis��y t�� sa�� �a���r as �� �as ��ard t���.�

 ��� 
Th� co��anions �a��r�y fo��o��d this �adīt� and d�vot�d th�ir ti�� 

and �n�r�i�s to th� ���ori�ation of a��dīt� � A consid�ra��� nu���r of 
th� co��anions ��ft th�ir ho�� and h�arth and sou�ht acco��odation in 
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th� ����icit co��and of th� ��ad�r of th� ���i�v�rs��1� �ith r�f�r�nc� to 
Patricia �ron� and �artin �inds� h� cont�nds that S���a� of th� �ro�h�t 
��ant �ood ��havior� 

��� co�cr�t� t�r� t�� S���a� o� t�� �ro���t ��a�t �ot�i��.�
��� 

�n oth�r �ords� th� S���a� did not ��an th� �ords and d��ds of th� 
�ro�h�t ����  

���has�s �� �h� ��������a��� �� Ḥad���� 
S��nc�r ar�u�s that th� si�nificanc� of �adīt� �as acc�ntuat�d �uch 

�at�r� �� �rit�s that it �as �A�d a���a�i� and his succ�ssors �ho 
���hasi��d th� ro�� of �u�a��ad �s ��� �ords and d��ds as �nor�ativ� 
for �s�a�ic faith and �ractic��� As a r�su�t� �Th� n�c�ssity for �v�ry 
�us�i� to o��y �u�a��ad ��ca�� a c�ntra� and oft�r���at�d doctrin� of 
th� �ur�an���� and th� hun��r for �adīt� �ain�d int�nsity and �us�i� 
scho�ars ���an to trav�rs� th� �or�d for th� �adīt� of th� �ro�h�t ��� to 
r�so�v� th�ir dis�ut�d issu�s���� 

�urth�r�or�� S��nc�r �rit�s that a��dīth hav� ���n us�d as ��o�itica� 
��a�ons�� �urin� �o�itica� tur�oi�� such ��a�ons ��r� ��anufactur�d 
�ho��sa������� �n S��nc�r�s vi��� �any r��i�ious scho�ars 

��a�ricat�d a��dīt� i� t�� ��at o� �o�itica� a�d r��i�io�s 
co�tro��rsi�s t�at t��y �o��d to s�tt�� �it� a d�cisi��� a���it �it��rto 

����o��� �ord �ro� t�� �ro���t.�
��� 

�n anoth�r occasion S��nc�r adds� �Th� various �us�i�s factions 
�roduc�d a st�ady str�a� of �adīt� d�f�ndin� th�ir ��ad�rs or attac�in� 
th�ir o��on�nts����� �� �aintains that it �as in th� A��asid P�riod that 
so�� �s�a�ic authoriti�s f��t th� n��d �to �rin� ord�r out of this chaos����� 

���is �r�at ���ort ca�� to ���� �r�itio� i� t�� ���t c��t�ry� �it� t�� 
a���ara�c� o� t�� si� �ost i��orta�t Ḥadīt� co���ctio�s� �o�� o� 
��ic� dat� �ro� �ar�i�r t�a� t�o c��t�ri�s a�t�r ���a��ad �s 

d�at������ 
Th� va��� �� ����d�

As far as th� �s��d of a��dīth ar� conc�rn�d� S��nc�r ar�u�s that 
th�y ��r� for��d in ��act�y th� sa�� �as as a��dīt���1�� Th� �adīt� 
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���r��������  
A�thou�h �o��rt S��nc�r a�r��s that �u�a��ad ��� has �ad� a 

tr���ndous i��act on history� y�t� in his o�inion� it do�s not furnish 
irr�fra�a��� �vid�nc� of th� historicity of �u�a��ad �����1� 
�� o�in�s that d�s�it� its c�ai�s as a historica� faith� �s�a� has not 
und�r�on� si�nificant historica� criticis�� �i���is�� nu��rous c�ai�s ar� 
�ad� a�out �u�a��ad ��� �ut th� v�racity of such c�ai�s is o��n to 
historica� scrutiny and ana�ysis���� �� adds that th� d�tai�s a�out 
�u�a��ad ��� contain�d in th� �s�a�ic sourc�s ar� �fictiona� narrativ�s� 
not �historica� accounts����� 

Th� �u�stion of th� r�a� va�u� and �orth of �adīt� as a sourc� of 
r��ia��� infor�ation has �on� ���n a su���ct of d��at� a�on� �ri�nta�ists� 
�o��rt S��nc�r� �i�� s�v�ra� oth�r �ri�nta�ists� dou�ts th� auth�nticity of 
�adīt� and cons��u�nt�y rais�s s�rious �u�stions a�out th� historicity of 
�u�a��ad ���� �� says that aft�r a �a�s� of fourt��n c�nturi�s� it is 
utt�r�y i��ossi��� to stat� �ith c�rtitud� 

���at is a�t���tic i� t�� �ass o� i��or�atio� a�d ��at is��t.�
��� 

�� ���i�v�s: 
�t�is �a��s t�� ���stio� o� ��at �istorica� ���a��ad act�a��y said 

a�d did ���� �i�� i��ossi����.
��� 

�� �aintains that �us�i�s ���t no r�cord of th� �ro�h�t�s ��� d��ds 
and sayin�s for th� first t�o c�nturi�s� �n his �ords: 

�i� t�� ca�o�ica� acco��t o� t�� ori�i�s o� �s�a� is tr��� t��� t�� 
�at�ria� i� t�� �adīt� a�o�t ���a��ad �s �ords a�d d��ds ��ist�d� 
a�d �r�s��a��y circ��at�d i� ��s�i� co����iti�s� �or ��ar�y t�o 
c��t�ri�s ���or� it �as �i�a��y si�t�d� ��d��d �or a�t���ticity� 
co���ct�d a�d ����is��d.� 

�� conc�ud�s: 
�y�t t��r� is �o i�dicatio� o� t�is �at�ria��s �r�s��c�.�

��� 
S��nc�r� �ith r�f�r�nc� to �a�ia A��ott� cont�nds that ��ar ��A� had 
ord�r�d to d�stroy �adīt� if th�r� ��r� any���� �� �uts th� �u�stion that if 
��ar ��A� had ��hort�d th� ���i�v�rs to d�stroy th� �adīt� co���ction th�n 
ho� co�� �us�i�s �r�s�rv�d ��h����arro�s� of �adīt� �it�ratur� a�ainst 
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Th� Pr�s�rvation and Auth�nticity of Ḥadīt� as a Sourc� of Sīrah: 1 

Th� Pr�s�rva���� a�� ���h�������� �� Ḥad����as a ���r�� ���
���a�� � �r������ �� ����r� ������r�s ����s �� ��s��r����� 

�� ���a��a� ��� 
Sa��d A�htar � 
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���T���T 

Th� account of th� d��ds and sayin�s of th� �ro�h�t ��� has ���n 
car�fu��y �r�s�rv�d sinc� th� da�n of �s�a�� This is �hat actua��y ��d 
�rn�st ��nan to ���i�v� that ���s�a�� �as �orn in th� fu�� �i�ht of history�� 
and that th� �if� of �u�a��ad ��� can �� �no�n as ����icit�y as that of 
any si�t��nth c�ntury r�for��r� �ot�ithstandin�� so�� cont���orary 
�rit�rs dou�t th� historicity of �u�a��ad ���� �o��rt S��nc�r is on� of 
th��� �� is an A��rican author� �� is �uit� fa�ous for his criticis� of 
�s�a� and th� �ro�h�t of �s�a�� �� has �u��ish�d t���v� �oo�s so far� �� 
is a �����r of ����it� �r��� �atho�ic �hurch� �� cont�nds that 
�u�a��ad�s ��� historica� va�u� is in no �ay �r�at�r and �or� r��ia��� 
than �ytho�o�ica� fi�ur�s or charact�rs such as �o�in �ood and �ac��th� 

�� �aintains that th� v�ry id�a of su���ctin� th� traditiona��y acc��t�d 
account of th� �if� of �u�a��ad ��� and th� ori�ins of �s�a� �i�� �� 
r��ard�d �y �any �us�i�s as an affront� To su�stantiat� his ar�u��nt� h� 
ri�orous�y critici��s th� historica� va�u� of �adīth� �� ar�u�s that a��dīth 
��r� fa�ricat�d and co��i��d in th� third c�ntury� �� �aintains that a��dīth 
��r� concoct�d �uch �at�r to �� us�d as ��a�ons in �o�itica� strif� and 
r��i�ious controv�rsi�s� This �a��r is an acad��ic att���t to �rov� that 
a��dīth ��r� �ainsta�in��y �r�s�rv�d and for that �ur�os� various 
t�chni�u�s ��r� ����oy�d� ��sid�s� it a�so sh�ds �i�ht on th� r�asons for th� 
fa�rication of a��dīth and th� �ays and ��ans uti�i��d for siftin� th� 
��nuin� a��dīth fro� for��ri�s� �indin�s of this artic�� su���st that th� 
�inut� d�tai�s of th� �if� of �u�a��ad ��� hav� ���n scru�u�ous�y 
�r�s�rv�d� h�nc� a��dīth can �� us�d as a r��ia��� sourc� of Sīrah. 

��� ��r�s: Historicity. Sīra�� ��r���� Ḥadīt� � S���a�� Sa�ad� 
�a�ricatio�� �arrator. 
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